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NEXT MEETING: 

  

Will be a field trip with the date 
and destination to be announced 

in the next Quill 

 

OUR PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

On February 23rd we met at the Aurora History Museum 

for Jennifer Kuehner’s outstanding presentation A Short 

History of Aurora in Pictures.  Ms. Kuehner is the 

museum’s Executive Director, and she presented a series 

of photos from Aurora’s beginnings in the late 1800s to 

the modern era of the 1990s.  She included discussions of 

Aurora’s “satellite” communities, the city’s name change 

from “Fletcher” in 1907, the trolley system, water issues, 

housing developments, and the influence of Aurora’s three 

military bases (Lowry and Buckley Air Force Bases and 

Fitzsimons Army Medical Center.)  Aurora currently has 

26 historic landmarks (including the 1913 trolley trailer). 

 

CCVHS Treasurer Kevin Sear presented Jennifer with a 

$100 donation from CCVHS for the building of the Ruth 

Fountain Addition to the museum.  The refurbished trolley 

will be housed in this addition, which will include a viewing platform for disabled visitors.  After her presentation 

Jennifer showed us where this addition was to be built on the east side of the museum.  Afterward we got to view the 

other displays at the museum, which included a gallery of historic photos of Colfax Avenue.  We thank Elaine Plym 

and Shirley Miller for providing refreshments. 

 

At this annual meeting of CCVHS we also held elections for secretary and treasurer.  Vonnie C’deBaca was elected 

secretary and Kevin Sear was reelected treasurer.  We honored outgoing secretary Karen Sear, who has done so much 

for our organization and who will remain the chairperson of our Archives Committee and our key contact for activities 

at the 17 Mile House Farm Park.  CCVHS welcomes you as our new secretary, Vonnie, and we thank you Kevin for 

staying on as CCVHS treasurer. 

 

 

 

CHERRY CREEK VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, INC. 

Founded in 1975 

Colfax Ave. circa 1920s 
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GROUNDBREAKING FOR THE RUTH FOUNTAIN GALLERY  

 

On March 18 several CCVHS members 

were at the Aurora History Museum for 

the groundbreaking ceremonies of the new 

wing; on hand was the “guest of honor” 

Ruth Fountain.  In addition to the trolley 

trailer, which will be displayed on actual 

rails, the gallery space will feature a new 

permanent exhibit that will illustrate the 

people, places, and events that shaped 

Aurora’s 123-year history.  On March 20 

members Anne Hunting and Garry 

O’Hara attended a dinner/presentation to 

raise funds for the new exhibits at the 

Heritage Eagle Bend Clubhouse in 

Aurora.   

 

Construction of the new addition was 

begun on March 31 and should be 

completed by this fall. 

 

 

FACTS ABOUT DENVER & AURORA 

 

The World Almanac and Book of Facts 2014 states that Denver is the 23rd largest city in the nation with a population 

of about 634,000 and that Aurora is the 56th largest city in the nation with a population of about 330,000.  But when 

you look at a map, these cities appear to be about the same geographical size.  Another check of the almanac reveals 

that the area of Denver (excluding DIA and the airport corridor) is 153 square miles and the area of Aurora is 154.7 

square miles: so Aurora is 1.7 square miles bigger than Denver! 

 

This led your Quill editor to thumb through the almanac for other interesting items about our region.  Did you know 

that Denver is one of only two cities that can boast of three Miss Americas?  Sharon Ritchie (1956), Marilyn Van 

Derbur (1958), and Rebecca Ann King (1974) all claimed Denver as their hometown.  (The other city is Philadelphia.) 

 

Denver International Airport is the largest airport by land area in the country.  Denver also claims that it has more 

federal workers than any other metropolitan area except Washington D.C., that it is the “Baby Boomer” capital of 

America with the highest percentage of boomers of any major U.S. city, and that it is one of the leanest (least obese) 

and highest educated cities in the United States. 

 

Denver also has the largest park system in the nation with over 200 parks in the city limits and nearly 20,000 acres in 

its mountain park system.  Lesser known is the fact that Aurora also has a mountain park system, which is tied into 

the city’s water supply network that stretches to Leadville and Pueblo.  Aurora is beginning to better publicize the 

recreational value of its mountain parks. 

 

Incidentally, if you answer “Denver” to the question “What is the highest U.S. state capital in elevation?” you’d be 

wrong.  The correct answer is Santa Fe, New Mexico, with an elevation of 6756 feet (whereas Denver’s is 5280 feet). 
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HAPPENINGS AT OUR HISTORIC CEMETERIES 

 

On April 13-14 several members enjoyed Doors Open Denver 

by taking advantage of the free historical and architectural tours 

given by the Fairmount Heritage Foundation at Fairmount and 

Riverside Cemeteries. 

 

On June 22 Fairmount Cemetery dedicated its “Trail of Trees” 

as the largest arboretum in the state in both acreage and number 

of significant trees, several of which are the largest known 

examples of their species.  A recent grant from the Colorado 

Tree Coalition has enabled the cemetery to professionally label 

its large collection of trees as part of the Fairmount Arboretum 

Preservation and Education Project.  Fairmount also has one of 

the largest known collections of Old Garden Roses – that is, 

roses derived from cuttings of roses that existed prior to 1867. 

 

Fairmount is located at Alameda Avenue & Quebec Street; 

Riverside is north of the National Western Stock Show complex.   Both of these beautiful cemeteries are open to the 

public every day from 8am to 5pm. 

 

THE MELVIN COMMUNITY 

 

The following primarily consists of excerpts from The History of Cherry Creek School District Number Five 1869-

1981 (1981) by Donald K. Goe and Clarice M. Crowle.  One passage is from Mrs. Jane Melvin’s “The Twelve Mile 

House,” printed in the September 1935 issue of The Colorado Magazine.  Clarice Crowle was probably the foremost 

historian of the area, and her 1992 Tour of the Old Melvin Community in the Cherry Creek Valley of Colorado is also 

quoted. 

 

 
Melvin, Arapahoe County, Colorado, consists of one-story frame buildings, including a house whose porch is being used as a store; 

shows sign "Flour Feed", 1895 Source: Western History/Genealogy Dept., Denver Public Library. 

The area that became known as the Melvin community was immediately south of today’s Cherry Creek Reservoir.  It 

encompassed much of the southern part of what is now Cherry Creek State Park.  The community was roughly 

bordered on the west by present-day Jordan Road and on the east by Parker Road (State Highway 83); the north and 

south boundaries were approximately Cherry Creek Reservoir and Arapahoe Road.  Today most people who move 

here have no idea that the region was once called Melvin. 

 

According to Goe & Crowle (1981), “During the Colorado gold rush years of the late 1850s and 1860s, the small 

community of Melvin developed along Cherry Creek.  It was approximately twelve miles southeast of the bustling 

supply town of Denver….  With the discovery of gold on Cherry Creek in 1858, hundreds of families came to claim 

their share of the wealth of the Pikes Peak area – not only gold but also fertile farm land, fine grazing fields, and an 

abundance of water.  They followed the route of the Smoky Hill Trail from Leavenworth, Kansas, and as they 

approached Denver they followed Cherry Creek…  The Twelve Mile House became the focal point of a community 

which developed and which bore the Melvin name.” 

 

The Lester Drake Cabin at Riverside 
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Jane Higgins Melvin (1935):  “I was born in Maine, in 1852.  At the age of fifteen I started with my father and mother 

for Colorado in a horse-drawn covered wagon….  My father settled ten miles southeast of Denver, on Cherry Creek.  

One year later, at the age of sixteen, I married John G. Melvin….  Mr. Melvin came to Colorado in 1859 from 

Connecticut, in an ox-wagon.  He took up a homestead of 320 acres, twelve miles southeast of Denver, on Cherry 

Creek.  Here he raised cattle and blooded horses….  At the time of our marriage we had a three-room log house, but 

at once built an additional ten rooms that we might handle the transient trade of the Smoky Hill Road….  Our home 

soon became known as the ‘Twelve Mile House.’” 

 

The original town of Melvin was a small group of buildings just east of where Belleview Avenue turns south and 

becomes Jordan Road.  The central part of the old townsite was therefore west of Cherry Creek on the grounds of 

present-day Cherry Creek State Park.  A wooden bridge connected the west and east sides of Cherry Creek. 

 

According to Clarice Crowle (1992), “As the Melvin community grew, a grocery store and creamery were built on 

the main street, the Melvin Road.  An outdoor pavilion was built for band concerts and dancing.  The post office was 

at the Twelve Mile House.  Mr. Melvin was the postmaster, as well as the bartender.  By mid-1882, the Denver & 

New Orleans Railroad served the community.” 

 

She goes on to write (1992), “Developers of the 1880’s had great plans for this area, and on paper they subdivided 

the community into small plots and named the streets.  The area was popular as a picnic spot for Denverites who could 

ride the train ‘to the country’ for a Sunday outing.  Potential landowners could ride an excursion train to Melvin; 

however, the developers’ dreams never came true.  Melvin was a fine, small, farming community which never 

developed into a bustling city.  Trains stopped at Melvin and other small communities in the Cherry Creek Valley for 

fifty-four years (1882-1936), but it was not a profitable business.  As the years went by, cars replaced trains for family 

outings and trucks competed for freight business.  Tracks were taken up.” 

 

Goe & Crowle (1981):  “The Cherry Creek School was the first school built in the community (circa 1874), and it 

served the Melvin community for many years not only as a classroom but also for community meetings, socials, and 

Sunday School.  (It remained on its original site on Parker Road, one-half mile north of Arapahoe Road, until 1953.)  

As the Melvin community developed, the need for a second school became obvious to the farming families – a larger 

school which could also serve as a community center.”  [This led to the construction in 1922 of Melvin School, the 

original site of which was east of Belleview and Jordan Roads on the west side of Cherry Creek, not far from the other 

Melvin buildings.] 

 

Goe & Crowle (1981):  “It was the fickle Cherry Creek that brought about the demise of the Melvin community and 

school….  In 1933, heavy rains caused the 

weakening of the Castlewood Dam which 

was several miles upstream ...  [south of 

Franktown].  In August of that year, the dam 

collapsed.  A terrible flood surged down on 

Melvin.  There was little loss of life, but 

much damage to the area and many pieces of 

equipment lost.  The brave little community 

survived that obstacle only to later lose 

control of water when the government 

decided not to rebuild Castlewood Dam.  

The labyrinth of ditches so necessary for 

regular irrigation was no longer of use.  The 

fruit orchards dried up and the trees died.  

Without sufficient water, only the area along 

the flood plain remained green.” 

 

Goe & Crowle (1981):  “In 1934, land on the northern edge of the community was condemned….  All of the homes 

in the immediate area were moved and the Kenwood Dam was built in 1935.  A loss of a number of families in the 

community caused a decrease in the attendance at Melvin, but the demise of the Melvin community came when the 

government decided the Kenwood Dam was not large enough for a big flood on Cherry Creek and that a newer, larger  

Castlewood Dam.  

Source: Colorado Historical Society 
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dam would have to be built; therefore, the Cherry Creek Dam and Reservoir was planned.  The land condemned by 

the government for that project included most of the remaining part of Melvin not previously condemned by the 

building of Kenwood Dam.  This second condemnation took place in 1948 and 1949.  Families started moving out….  

By 1948, there were only nineteen students remaining at Melvin.  When the school closed its doors in May of 1949, 

there were only twelve students in attendance.” 

 

Goe & Crowle (1981):  “The Melvin schoolhouse was sold at public auction to J. Edwin Stout for $1,500.  He sold it 

to William Minshall.  Mr. Minshall had the building moved (circa 1950) to the southwest corner of Parker Road and 

Quincy Avenue….  It was renovated as a tavern and became a popular night spot for seventeen years.  Everyone knew 

where the ‘Emerald Isle’ was but few newcomers realized that it was the former Melvin School – a community center 

of bygone days.  The building remained as a tavern under three different managements until 1970 when it was vacated.  

Robert Silverberg leased the property for development in 1972 but the schoolhouse sat there forlornly.  [A new 

Emerald Isle was built next to the vacated school, which was slated for demolition.]  The impetus for the formation 

of the Cherry Creek Valley Historical Society, Inc. was the possibility of saving the Melvin School….  The historical 

society was able to persuade Mr. Silverberg to donate the building on the condition that it be moved to another site.   

The Cherry Creek School District, long active in the community, offered a site and expenses for moving the building.  

The historical society assumed the responsibility of restoring the building….  The old schoolhouse was moved to the 

Smoky Hill High School campus on December 14, 1976, and the restoration began in the spring of 1977.” 

 

Over the years many of the Melvin landmarks have been 

torn down.  The site of the original Twelve Mile House was 

along the east bank of Cherry Creek just northwest of the 

dog run at the south end of Cherry Creek State Park.  The 

site of the John Lewis farmhouse was at the very southern 

border of the state park.  These structures were demolished 

long ago, as was the old bridge over Cherry Creek.  Across 

present-day Orchard Avenue was the house of the Robert 

Hawkey family.   Built with locally made bricks, the 

Hawkey house was the last remaining house in the original 

Melvin community when it was torn down in 1987.  Across 

Parker Road was the site of the old Cherry Creek School, 

which has been moved to the campus of Cherry Creek High 

School and fully restored.   

 

Near the schoolhouse was the Cherry Creek Grange Hall, 

built in 1887 but torn down several years ago.  The only part 

of the old Melvin community that still exists on its original 

site is the Melvin-Lewis Cemetery, which has been preserved 

in the parking lot of the Pioneer Hills Shopping Center on the 

east side of Parker Road.  Except for one gravesite that we are 

fairly certain is that of Emmaretta Hawkey Lewis (interred in 

the 1890s), we are not sure who was buried there, where in the cemetery they were interred, and when they were 

buried. 

 

 

CCVHS OUTREACH 

 

Our president, Garry O’Hara, was invited to speak to two local nonprofit groups earlier this year.  Garry kindly 

volunteered to represent CCVHS and speak about CCVHS and 17 Mile House to the Englewood Historic Preservation 

Society on March 28th and to the Southlands Rotary Club on March 31st.  Thank you, Garry, for all your time and 

hard work on those presentations! 

 

  

View of the Twelve Mile House on the Smoky Hill Trail in 

Melvin taken between 1890 and 1900 Source: Western 

History/Genealogy Dept., Denver Public Library. 
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CCVHS AND 17 MILE HOUSE COLLECTIONS 

 

Karen Sear has been working on procedures and inventory for both the CCVHS and 17 Mile House archives.  On 

May 16th, she attended a free seminar “Artifact Care, Handling and Documentation Workshop” presented by the 

Colorado State University-Pueblo University Archives in Pueblo.  She found the information very useful and will 

share it with volunteers who help with the collections at Melvin School and 17 Mile House.  It provided good resources 

and contacts for CCVHS. 

 

The Denver Museum of Nature and Science archives recently upgraded archival binders for some of their collections 

and have generously donated their old 3-ring binders with covers to us.  We thank Rene Payne at DMNS for passing 

them on and helping us improve our collection with no extra cost.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

17 MILE HOUSE FARM PARK VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES: 

 

Many new projects are being worked on this year at 17 Mile House: 

 

Open house – scheduled once a month with house and barn tours for the public 

Collections – addition of many donations from CCVHS member Ruth Dolan and others; inventory of archives 

Volunteer program – training and scheduling for tour guides and all volunteer jobs 

School program – development of curriculum and staffing for school visits; provided by CCVHS, Arapahoe 

County Open Spaces, and Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners 

 

We need your help – please consider volunteering any amount of time for a variety of jobs! 

 

 

 

MELVIN SCHOOL HAPPENINGS, BY NITA MCKNIGHT 

 

We were delighted and honored to have a local Brownie Troop visit the Melvin School House.  Twenty one girls, 

with their leaders and several parents, arrived at 4pm on March 17th.  They were full of curiosity and enthusiasm.  

The first thing we did was turned the clock back to 1948.  The leaders brought skirts for each girl to wear and we 

talked about “school clothes, play clothes, and church clothes.”  We said the pledge of allegiance to our 48 star flag 

without the phrase “under God” and talked a bit about the history of the pledge. 

 

 The badge they were earning was related to the “history of a local historical site.”  The 

girls were divided into 4 groups, where Charlotte Faris, Donna Crouse, Karen Sear, and 

Nita McKnight each shared an aspect of the history of Melvin, the building and function of 

the school, the news that Cherry Creek Dam needed to be built, and the closing and moving 

of the school.  To give the children a bit of the one-room school experience, each group 

then gave a brief recitation of what they had learned. 

 

In our closing 10 minutes they wanted to have a spelling bee which included the words they had found in the phrase:  

MELVIN SCHOOL HOUSE.  The one hour and 15 minutes was chucked full of fun and experiences.  Thanks to the 

ladies who helped out.  We hope to hear from other school groups and the Brownies and Scout Troops as well. 
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17 MILE HOUSE SCHOOL VISITS 

 

CCVHS was invited to provide class lessons for two 2nd/3rd grade classes at Odyssey School in Denver on March 

20th.  Garry O’Hara and Karen Sear took the 17 Mile House history to the students using ledgers and diaries from the 

George Cummings family in the 1880s (Kevin Sear collection).  Karen also presented in period dress using original 

clothes and jewelry from the Cummings family.  The lessons focused on What is a historian? and What tools do 

historians use to tell their story and learn about the past?  We hope to share these ideas and lessons with future school 

groups. 

 

There have also been three school visits this summer 

to 17 Mile House Farm Park.  CCVHS, Arapahoe 

County Open Spaces, and Cherry Creek Stewardship 

Partners worked together to create a fun and 

interesting day filled with history and nature lessons 

outdoors.  We greatly appreciate the time and 

dedication of the following people who helped create 

the curriculum and make these visits successful:  

Casey Davenhill, Raylene Owen, Mary Madsen, 

Sarah, Karen Sear, Elaine Plym, Christine Kastens, 

Paige Kastens, Emily Kastens, Jackson Kastens, Bill 

Bauer, Derwin Milton, Bob Emanuel, and Jim Lamb.  

We had rotations scheduled for the barn visit, house 

visit and school lessons, nature lessons of land/water 

and animals/plants, hiking along the Cherry Creek, 

and of course lunch by the house and barn. 

 

On May 14th and June 10th, 4th grade students from 

nearby Red Hawk Ridge Elementary School arrived 

walking along the Cherry Creek Trail with their 

school principal.  They were studying Colorado 

history at school this year.  We were delighted to work 

with their staff member, Pat Hutsell, who organized 

the two days of class visits.  She also provided 

valuable insight into the lessons and activities 

provided.  Additionally she donated her own old 

working Dazey butter churn to the house for visitors 

to enjoy.  Thank you, Pat! 

 

On June 17th the Cub Club Before and After Care students from nearby Creekside Elementary School visited 17 Mile 

House.  Everyone enjoyed a fun filled morning of nature lessons and hikes along Cherry Creek followed by lunch and 

visits to the house and barn.  We ended the day with the “Field Guide” for the 3rd-6th graders and “Story Time” for 

the younger children.  We look forward to a return visit with them! 

 

HISTORICAL TOURS AT 17 MILE HOUSE 

 

CCVHS has been conducting monthly open houses at the 17 Mile House Farm Park since February, and these events 

have been extremely successful.  More and more visitors come each month to tour the house and view this beautiful 

property.  (The open house on June 21 was attended by about 50 people.)  Ruth Dolan and Jack Race have been by to 

greet visitors and tell of their experiences growing up in the historic house.  We thank all the members who have 

worked so hard at these open houses, especially Karen Sear, Vonnie C’deBaca, Kevin Sear, Will Sear, Shirley Miller, 

Charlotte Faris, and Garry O’Hara. 

 

Our thanks also go to Arapahoe County Open Spaces personnel Bill Bauer, Derwin Milton, and Bob Emanuel for 

opening the house and providing so much assistance during these events. 
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CCVHS 2014 Calendar 

July 

12 17 Mile House open house, 9-11am 

24-27 Arapahoe County Fair  

 

August 

TBD  Quarterly meeting or field trip  

16 17 Mile House open house, 9-11am 

 

September 

20 17 Mile House open house, 10am-noon 

 

 

October 

4 Eastern Colorado Museums & Historical 

Societies meeting, location TBD 

18 17 Mile House Fall Festival, 10am-3pm 

TBD Grand opening of Aurora History Museum’s 

Ruth Fountain Gallery 

 

November 

TBD Quarterly meeting 

6 Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners annual 

conference 

8 Melvin School open House, 10am-1pm 

15 17 Mile House open house, noon-2pm 

 

December 

6 17 Mile House open house, noon-2pm 

 

 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

Thank you to the Kastens family, CCCVHS members, who helped at a recent 17 Mile House school visit.  Elementary 

age Paige, Emily, and Jackson were dressed in period costume and shared their skills of tatting and knitting, and 

shared an old coin collection with the students.  The school visitors were very interested and enjoyed talking with our 

youngest volunteers.  We look forward to their volunteering again soon!  Also, they are kindly helping us evaluate 

old time toys and games to determine what to buy and use for future school group visits.  Thank you Jackson, Emily, 

and Paige! 

 

CCVHS welcomes Carol Epps and Bonnie Bowman as new volunteers at 17 Mile House!  We are so grateful for your 

time and assistance. 

 

Our sincere sympathy to CCVHS President Garry O’Hara for the recent loss of his mother; our thoughts are with you. 

 

We appreciate all the CCVHS members’ timely response with their dues renewal this year.  Thank you to Carolyn 

Armstrong, Ruth Dolan, Don Goe, and Garry O’Hara for renewing at the supporting level; and to Dorman Lehman, 

David and Kazuko Rowland, and William Shanks for additional donations.  Thank you, Joanie Mead, for your 

generous renewal at the patron level! 

 

 

CURRENT EXHIBITS AT THE AURORA HISTORY MUSEUM 

 

Through September 21st the Aurora History Museum is presenting “A Kid’s Life,” which features toys from the not-

so-distant past that helped stimulate creativity and teach communication (such as the Erector Set and Barbie doll). 

 

During building of the new addition, the east side of the museum will be a construction zone and the east entrance 

will be closed.  Located at 15051 E. Alameda Pkwy, Aurora 80012, the museum will be open during construction 

except for temporary closures that will be announced on its website (auroramuseum.org).  Hours are 9am-4pm 

Tuesday-Friday and 11am-4pm Saturday-Sunday.  Admission is always free (303-739-6666). 
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Member Directory 2014 

Stephen Altman 

4780 S. Mobile Way 

Aurora CO, 80015 

(303) 693-7196 

Carolyn Armstrong 

4380 S. Pearl St. 

Englewood CO, 80113 

(303) 761-1823 

John, Maggie, & Abby Baker 

10483 E. Horseshoe Cir. 

Parker CO, 80138-6707 

(303) 840-9019 

Scotty Bauer 

14542 E. Tufts Ave. 

Aurora CO, 80015-1227 

(303) 564-2276 
Beverly Blotter 

23011 County Rd 150 

Agate CO, 80101 

(303) 621-2468 

Charlotte Britton 

18085 County Rd 94 

Calhan CO, 80808-9613 

Vonnie C'deBaca 

8685 Aspen Circle 

Parker CO, 80134 

(303) 766-4457 

Fred Crowle 

16815 E. Costilla Ave. 

Foxfield CO, 80016-1415 

(303) 690-5005 
John & Anne Dale 

14300 E. Marina Dr. #607 

Aurora CO, 80014 

(303) 752-4198 

Casey Davenhill 

415 S. High St. 

Denver CO, 80209 

(303) 345-1675 

Marcia Davis 

18871 E. Lehigh Ave. 

Aurora CO, 80013 

(303) 699-1590 

C. Ruth Dolan 

1018 S. Krameria St. 

Denver CO, 80224 

(303) 355-9090 
Gunhild Dransfeldt 

19238 E. Jamison Pl. 

Centennial CO, 80016 

(303) 766-4522 

Peter & Charlotte Faris 

5358 S. Ukraine Way 

Aurora CO, 80015 

(303) 690-8466 

JoAnn Fetters 

7931 S. Parker Road 

Aurora CO, 80016 

(303) 690-5031 

Ruth Fountain 

2839 S. Xanadu Way 

Aurora CO, 80014-3480 

(303) 337-5131 
Bob Glancy & Mary Madsen 

17752 E. Crestline Pl. 

Centennial CO, 80015 

(303) 680-0251 

Don Goe 

2479 S. Clermont St. #257 

Denver CO, 80222 

(720) 508-8531 

Danna Hamling 

4969 West Red Rock Dr. 

Larkspur CO, 80118 

(303) 681-3738 

Roger Hanson 

12958 N. Sierra Cir. 

Parker CO, 80138-8730 

(303) 805-1538 
Janet Herman 

12445 W. Toreador Dr. 

Sun City West AZ, 85375 

(623) 584-1396 

Suzanne Hunting 

6987 E. Girard Ave. 

Denver CO, 80224 

(720) 319-9027 

Anne Hunting 

6987 E. Girard Ave. 

Denver CO, 80224 

(303) 753-0896 

Julio & Miriam Iturreria 

6325 S. Valleyview St. 

Littleton CO, 80120 

(303) 909-0737 
LaVern Johnson 

PO Box 9 

Lyons CO, 80540 

(303) 823-5925 

Christine & Charles Kastens 

16739 East Prentice Ave 

Centennial CO, 80015 

(303) 766-5636 

Mae Jane Keller & David 

Pennebaker 

4048 S. Rifle Way 

Aurora CO, 80013 

Susan Knapp 

18658 E. Long Ave. 

Centennial CO, 80016 

(303) 693-5001 
Fran & Bob Krech 

5176 S. Uravan Place 

Centennial CO, 80015 

(303) 690-1799 

Bob & Ginger McCullough 

5275 S. Liverpool Way 

Centennial CO, 80015 

(303) 680-6962 

Herb & Nita McKnight 

7408 S. Fairfax Ct. 

Centennial CO, 80122-2502 

(303) 770-1848 

Joanie Mead 

7068 S. Gibraltar St. 

Centennial CO, 80016 

(303) 690-3153 
Thomas & Lillian Mee 

11346 N. Canary Ln. 

Parker CO, 80138-7904 

(303) 840-3657 

Leann Miller 

21099 E. Eldorado Dr. 

Aurora CO, 80013 

(303) 693-8498 

Ann Miller 

3800 Bowsprit Cir. 

Westlake Village CA, 91361 

(818) 991-2663 

Jeannie Mitchell 

12301 Dawson Rd. 

Elbert CO, 80106-8829 

(719) 494-1977 
Daniel Nanney 

3379 Mill Vista Road #4006 

Littleton CO, 80129 

(303) 795-5272 

Garry O'Hara 

7910 E. Bethany Pl. 

Denver CO, 80231-4120 

(303) 751-3140 

Elaine Plym 

1597 So. Jasmine St. 

Denver CO, 80224 

(303) 756-4963 

Pat Quick 

21622 E. Rowland Pl. 

Aurora CO, 80016-3603 

(303) 690-7393 
Jack Race 

5160 E. Dartmouth Ave. 

Denver CO, 80222 

(303) 753-0083 

E. Michael Rosser, CMB 

12478 E. Amherst Cir. 

Aurora CO, 80014 

(303) 750-8992 

David & Kazuko Rowland 

2424 Pinehurst Drive 

Flower Mound TX, 75028 

(972) 874-1474 

Carl Sandberg & Shirley Miller 

2984 S. Zeno Ct. 

Aurora CO, 80013-6143 

(303) 699-7385 
Dennis & Rita Scheel 

20467 E. Briarwood Ave. 

Centennial CO, 80016-1703 

(303) 690-7447 

Anne Schuman 

14300 E. Marina Drive #409 

Aurora CO, 80014 

(303) 699-7760 

Kevin & Karen Sear 

1628 S. Oakland St. 

Aurora CO, 80012 

(303) 872-3440 

William Sear 

1628 S. Oakland St. 

Aurora CO, 80012 

(303) 872-3440 
William Shanks 

2032 S. Logan St. 

Denver CO, 80210 
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A BRIEF CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE MELVIN SCHOOL 

 
1922 - The Melvin School was built in the NW1/4 of Section 13, T5S, R67W, Arapahoe County, Colorado on land donated by Hans Dransfeldt. The DeBoer 
brothers built the school for $4,450. The original site was at the junction of Belleview Avenue and the old Sullivan Road (now Jordan Road) in Cherry Creek 

State Park. The school opened in September of 1922.  

1949 - Families in the community of Melvin received condemnation papers telling them to move from the area in preparation for the building of the dam. The 
school was included in this area, and it closed its doors in June of 1949. The building was sold to J. Edwin Stout for $1,500. He sold it to William Minshall who 

had it moved to the southwest corner of the intersection of Parker Road and Quincy Avenue (Section 12, T5S, R67W).  

1953 - After extensive remodeling, the former schoolhouse opened as the Emerald Isle Tavern on Saint Patrick's Day. Glenn Barrier managed it as Glenn's 
Emerald Isle Tavern until 1970.  

1975 - Five area residents who were interested in local history and in saving the old Melvin School incorporated and became the first Board of Directors of the 
Cherry Creek Valley Historical Society, Inc. They persuaded Mr. Silverberg to donate the building to the Society in trade for their moving it elsewhere and 

leveling the site after the moving of the building. The Society's purpose was to restore the old Melvin School and to use it as a classroom-museum-library for 

the study and collection of local historical information.  
1976 - Cherry Creek School District offered a site on the campus of Smoky Hill High School. It was moved on December 14, 1976. 

1977-1981 - With the help of the community, the school district, and the historical society, the Melvin School was restored. The exterior was authentically 

restored as was one classroom. The second classroom, the one which originally had a stage, was adaptively restored into a museum and a library. A plaque 
which honors those who helped in the restoration has been engraved with the slogan: "Restored by the Community - For the Community."  

1984 - The Melvin School was put on the National Register of Historic Places.  

1988 - The City of Aurora honored the Melvin School as Aurora Historic Landmark #1.  
 

 

The Quill is the quarterly newsletter of the Cherry Creek Valley Historical Society (CCVHS).  The purposes of the Society are to study, record, preserve, and 
display the history of the Cherry Creek Valley and surrounding areas.  Membership is open to anyone interested in this history.  Quarterly general meetings are 

usually held at the Melvin Schoolhouse, 4950 S. Laredo St. (between Smoky Hill High School and Laredo Middle School) in Aurora, Colo.  Correspondence 

concerning The Quill should be directed to Garry O’Hara, editor, at (303) 751-3140. 

 
 

YOU CAN HELP MAKE HISTORY 

Collect the past               Preserve the present            Plan for the future 
 

 


