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A reflecting pond at American Federation of Human Rights in Larkspur on Feb. 20. The site is on the National Register of 
Historic Places.(Seth McConnell, YourHub) 

Out of the nearly 200 people who call Larkspur home, town officials say many aren't 

aware of a historical organization that set up headquarters there in 1916 and remains 

active today. 

Danna Hammling with the Larkspur Historical Society wants to change that. 

The American Federation of Human Rights is a Co-Masonic fraternal order founded in 

France that federation president Rosario Menocal said promotes Freemasonry to men 

and women through teaching members tolerance, education and free-thinking. 



Federation members were on a train trip in 1916 with a stop in Larkspur. 

"They thought it was a very special place," Menocal said. 

Noting the beauty, the climate and the high altitude that the federation's many coal 

miners thought to be good for their health, Menocal said members felt Larkspur was the 

ideal spot to settle down and set up headquarters. 

The federation began buying parcels of land and properties around Larkspur, said town 

manager Matt Krimmer. 

For example, the land occupied by the Colorado Renaissance Festival in Larkspur was 

sold to the festival by the federation, he said. 

Hammling said members were industrious, constructing brick buildings for themselves, 

and buildings in the town. One building, she said, was dedicated as an orphanage for 

children whose parents were in the dangerous mining business. 

Today, the property still operates as a Co-Masonic meeting place and is listed with 

theNational Register of Historic Places as well as theDouglas County Landmarks 

Program, Hammling said. 

"We work with the federation on a regular basis on a number of things they have going 

on," Krimmer said. 

Mayor Gerry Been has lived in Larkspur almost 50 years. 

"The federation has been here since before my mother was here, and she was born in 

Larkspur in 1929," he said. "It seems they've always been here, and that's why it's 

important people learn about the history." 

Hammling and the Larkspur Historical Society want to aid in that learning. 

"These people are so very hospitable to the community and have been for years and 

years," Hammling said. "But the people of Larkspur were afraid of the grounds and the 

people, I think." 

Hammling speculated that people might be wary of what they don't know, pointing to 

the privacy embraced by the group. 

To better educate residents about the federation, Hammling is holding an event April 9 

at the Philip S. Miller Library in Castle Rock. 



"There are many secrets about the organization, but they seem to be people who help 

other people and have concerns for others," Hammling said. "I think society benefits 

from sophisticated people like them. Plus, the grounds and buildings on the property are 

beautiful." 

Menocal has been president of the federation for 24 years and moved to the Larkspur 

area in 1991. She said about 10 members of the federation live in the Larkspur area, with 

many other members visiting and attending meetings at the property from across the 

world. 

"I think in Larkspur, we have tried to make it a center where people are welcome," she 

said. "In the last 20 years, there have been a lot of improvements in headquarters and 

the area. I love it here." 

Elizabeth Hernandez: 303-954-1223, ehernandez @denverpost.com or 

twitter.com/ehernandez 

Presentation 

What: The Larkspur Historical Society is sponsoring an informational session that will 

include author Karen Kidd, who has written a book about Co-Masonry. 

When: 7 p.m. April 9 

Where: Philip S. Miller Library, 100 S. Wilcox St., Castle Rock 

 


