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NEXT MEETING: 
Sunday August 11, 2013 

4:00 to 6:00 PM 
 

17 Mile House Farm Park 
8181 S. Parker Road, Centennial 80016 

 
“Past, Present, and Future of 17 Mile House” 

 
The 17 Mile House is a historic gem that was one of six way stations built along Cherry 

Creek in the 1860s for travelers on their way to Denver and the “gold fields.” These way 

stations were called “mile houses” for their distances to Denver.  This site remains 

largely the same as it did over a hundred years ago, and much of the agricultural history 

of the Denver area can be seen and learned at the 17 Mile House Farm Park.  
 

Through the efforts of the Trust for Public Land and organizations like the Cherry Creek 

Valley Historical Society, Arapahoe County acquired this property in 2001 and has 

worked to preserve it for people to enjoy.  This important site opened to the public last 

October and is on the National 

Register of Historic Places. 

 

CCVHS member Susie Trumble will be our principal 

speaker.  After extensive research, in 2012 she published 

The History of the 17 Mile House Farm Park for the 

Arapahoe County Open Spaces office.  This 39-page work 

is the definitive history of this important site, and nobody 

knows the history of 17 Mile House better than she. 

 

Other CCVHS members will also give short presentations.  

Lee and Jane Whiteley will talk about the historic wagon 

trails that went through the Farm Park and the railroads and highways that followed them.  CCVHS Treasurer Kevin 

Sear will discuss the farm’s 1881-1905 ownership by the Cummings family, who were Kevin’s great-great-

grandparents.  Ruth Race Dolan will tell of her experiences growing up in the 17 Mile House as a member of the Race 
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family that occupied the farm from 1938 to 1976.  CCVHS President Garry O’Hara will discuss the 25-year battle to 

save the property from developers, and Casey Davenhill with Cherry Creek Stewardship Partners will speak on 

developments involving Cherry Creek just west of the house.  Arapahoe County Open Spaces manager Glen Poole 

will talk about future plans for the site. 

 

Refreshments with water, lemonade and desserts will be served.  PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN 

PICNIC DINNER AND LAWN CHAIRS OR BLANKET! 

 

Susie, Kevin, Ruth, and Garry will conduct tours of the 17 Mile House afterward. 

 

ARAPAPHOE COUNTY VOLUNTEER CELEBRATION  

 

On April 22 Arapahoe County recognized all of the volunteers who generously gave of their time and talents in 2012.  

They showed their appreciation with a delicious catered dinner and presentation.  CCVHS members Vonnie C’deBaca 

and Karen Sear were recognized for their efforts at the 17 Mile House fall festival. 

 

“A SCHOOL DAY IN 1948” AT MELVIN SCHOOL! 

 

On May 20 a group of six elementary students took a journey back in time 

to experience classes with schoolmarm Nita McKnight. Paige, Emily & 

Jackson Kastens along with Ella, Mira & Kyla Wolitzky attended the school 

day in period costume. Class started with the Pledge of Allegiance followed 

by a reading lesson from the McGuffy Readers.  Arithmetic and writing were 

taught using slates and Big Chief Tablets.  A spelling bee was held followed 

by a nature walk.  One student presented a special song on the recorder while 

another recited a poem.  The older students did some research in the Clarice 

& Fred Crowle Memorial 

Library.  Each student 

received a Melvin 

Schoolhouse pencil and a 

special certificate for 

participation in “A School 

Day in 1948”.  The day 

ended with snacks and a 

rousing game of ”drop the 

kerchief”.  Special thanks go 

to Nita McKnight for her 

incredible enthusiasm in preparing and presenting this program.  We 

look forward to future school days at Melvin.  

 

EASTERN COLORADO MUSEUMS AND HISTORICAL SOCIETIES MEETING  

 

At the April 27 meeting of the Eastern Colorado Museums and Historical Societies, our Society was represented by 

Will Sear, Karen Sear, Shirley Miller, and Carl Sandberg.  The meeting was hosted in Burlington by the Kit Carson 

County Carousel Association (KCCCA), whom we thank for bringing so many people together to discuss issues of 

interest to history groups; we also thank them for hosting a superb continental breakfast and lunch.  This gathering 

would not have been complete without a ride on the famous carousel, which was the original one used at the old Elitch 

Gardens.  The speaker was Rand Hood, an exhibit designer with Visual West.  Mr. Hood created and designed 

KCCCA’s museum space and has been working with the Elbert County Museum on its current Smoky Hill Trail 

exhibit.  “What’s your niche?” is the guiding question he asks his clients.  It was a learning experience to see what 

can be done to create a great museum space.  CCVHS will host the next ECM&HS meeting on October 5 at Melvin.  

All members are invited. 
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ARAPAHOE COUNTY OPEN SPACE SHAREBACK CEREMONY 

 

In 2003 and 2011 voters approved the Arapahoe County Open Space Sales and Use Tax as a dedicated funding source 

to protect the unique natural landscapes found throughout the County and to enhance outdoor recreational 

opportunities through parks, trails and open space. The tax generates 25 cents for every $100 spent in Arapahoe 

County, and these 

funds are invested in a 

wide range of open 

space projects to 

enhance quality of life.  

The 2013 Shareback 

Ceremony to celebrate 

the distribution of the 

funds and grants to 

cities, towns and 

special districts was 

held at 17 Mile House 

on June 28th.  CCVHS 

helped showcase the 17 

Mile House.   

 

MEMBER NEWS 

 

It’s hard to believe, but Johanna Harden is retiring!  For 26 years she has been an archivist with the Douglas County 

Libraries and for many years has been the director of the Douglas County History Research Center.  Johanna has been 

a major presence in local history and archiving, and we have valued her counsel and assistance on numerous projects.  

She is a lifetime member of CCVHS.  A gathering in her honor will take place on August 21 from 11:30AM to 

2:00PM in the East Meeting Room of the P.S. Miller Library.  The library is located at 100 S. Wilcox St., Castle Rock 

80104 (303-688-7730).  RSVP to sboyd@dclibraries.org by August 14. 

 

Also at the P.S. Miller Library, Lee Whiteley will present his interesting program “Trails to Interstate: Transportation 

Systems Across the Palmer Divide” on August 8 at 7:00PM for the Castle Rock Historical Society.  

 

PARTNERS PICNIC 

 

On July 9 CCVHS members enjoyed a Partners Picnic with 

Casey Davenhill and other members of the Cherry Creek 

Stewardship Partners.  The event was held along Cherry Creek 

near the 17 Mile House, and CCVHS provided the salads and 

desserts. We thank Casey for leading a great nature walk and 

bringing so many food items.  We also want to express our 

appreciation to Lee and Jane Whiteley for speaking about the 

trails 

along 

the 

creek; 

to Ruth 

Dolan for sharing her experiences growing up in 17 Mile 

House; to Christine Kastens and her children Paige, Emily, 

and Jackson for telling about their living “finds” in the creek; 

to Susan Knapp for use of her tent; and to Karen Sear, Elaine 

Plym, Vonnie C’deBaca, Charlotte Faris, Nita McKnight, 

and Garry O’Hara for making and/or bringing so many great 

things to eat.  Casey, we appreciate your continued support 

of CCVHS in so many ways. 

mailto:sboyd@dclibraries.org


P a g e  | 4 

 

THE 7th ANNUAL SMOKY HILL TRAIL ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

 

The 7th Annual Smoky Hill Trail Association Conference will be held in Parker CO on October 11-13. Parker is 

located 20 miles southeast of Denver along Cherry Creek and on the South Branch of the Smoky Hill Trail.  

Goldseekers on their way to California in 1849 followed Cherry Creek on the Cherokee Trail. Denver is located at 

the confluence of the Cherry Creek and the South Platte River and was described by a journalist in 1857 as a “Howling 

Wilderness.” Small gold finds in 1858 and major strikes in 1859 transformed this wilderness into a booming 

metropolis. The Smoky Hill Trail was known as the shortest route to Denver and the goldfields. 

 

This conference will take a close look at Denver and the west end of the Smoky Hill Trail. Speakers will include Lee 

Whiteley, Mike Olson, and Peter Faris.  A Saturday bus tour will include a visit to Melvin Schoolhouse, Four Mile 

House, Civic Center and Riverside Cemetery.  Sunday events will include a visit to the Elbert County Museum in 

Kiowa and other trail sites via a guided car caravan.  

 

Join Us! With the help of the Cherry Creek Valley Historical Society, and the Elbert County Historical Society, 

conference attendees will be treated to the urban side of the Smoky Hill Trail. 

 

UPCOMING CCVHS EVENTS 

 

October 5 (Saturday, 9:00AM to 3:00PM)  -  CCVHS is hosting the next meeting of the Eastern Colorado Museums 

and Historical Societies at the Melvin Schoolhouse (with continental breakfast and luncheon).  

October 12 (Saturday, approx. 12:00PM to 3:00PM)  -  CCVHS is hosting a luncheon stop on the bus tour of  the 

Smoky Hill Trail Association at the Melvin Schoolhouse. 

 

More on these events will appear in the next Quill or future e-mails. 

 

We are also working on other possible field trips: a tour of The History Group telephone museum in Denver; a visit 

to Kiowa’s Elbert County Museum and its new Smoky Hill Trail exhibit; and participation in the fall festival of the 

17 Mile House Farm Park. 

 

NEWS & EVENTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES 

 

Events at the Aurora History Museum include: 

August 10, 1:00 to 4:00PM  -  DeLany Farm Open Day (200 S. Chambers Road) 

August 25, 1:00PM  -  Film Taken for a Ride (story of a campaign to dismantle streetcar lines in favor of the oil 

and auto industries) 

Exhibit until September 29  -  Wolves & Wild Lands in the 21st Century 

Exhibit until October 6  -  Civilian Conservation Corps in Colorado The museum is located at 15051 E. Alameda 

Parkway, Aurora 80012 (in the Aurora Municipal Center Complex next to the central library).  Admission to 

the museum and events are free (303-739-6660, www.auroramuseum.org). 

 

At 2:00PM on Tuesday August 13, the Parker Area Historical Society (PAHS) is hosting a field trip to the 17 Mile 

House Farm Park.  As part of the PAHS Tuesday lecture series, the event will include a tour of the house. 

 

The Parker Area Historical Society has been awarded a grant from the Daughters of the American Revolution for 

restoration of the Tallman-Newlin Cabin, which PAHS owns in the eastern part of Parker.  There is a connection here 

to the 17 Mile House: Charles Cummings, whose father owned 17 Mile House in the late 1800s, married Pearl Newlin 

in 1899 in this very cabin.  As a wedding present Charles and Pearl were given land just south of the 17 Mile House 

that today is known as the Norton Farm.  If you want more information, ask Susie Trumble at our meeting on August 

11. 

 

On August 17 at 1:00PM the Castle Rock Historical Society (CRHS) is hosting “Circle the Wagons: A Modern 

Chuck Wagon Dinner” at its history museum (420 Elbert St., Castle Rock 80104; 303-814-3164).  This “summer 

party” will feature modern-day chuck wagons, food trucks, historical games, and local entertainment.  Proceeds from 

food sales benefit the CRHS. 

http://www.auroramuseum.org/
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   We are pleased to report that, on its third attempt, the Larkspur Historical Society has been awarded a grant from 

the State Historical Fund to prepare for the restoration of the post office in the historic townsite of Greenland (on I-

25 between Larkspur and Colorado Springs).  The post office is slated to be the first structure to be restored in the old 

townsite.  Thanks to all of you who sent letters in support of this project. 

 

Everyone is invited to the Franktown Fire Protection District’s 50th anniversary celebration to be held on 

Saturday, August 17, from 10:00AM to 2:00PM at the fire house.  The fire house is located at the southwest corner 

of Parker Road (Highway 83) and Highway 86 in the heart of Franktown.  A small but excellent museum is adjacent 

to the fire station. 

 

CHERRY CREEK EMIGRANTS’ SONG 

 

The following appeared in the September 12, 1860 issue of the Rocky Mountain News.  Titled the “Cherry Creek 

Emigrants’ Song,” it optimistically praised the chances of finding gold in Colorado. 
 

We expect hard times, we expect hard fare, 
 Sometimes sleep in the open air. 
We’ll lay on the ground and sleep very sound, 
 Except when the Indians are howling around. 
 

Then ho boys ho, to Cherry Creek we’ll go. 
There’s plenty of gold 
In the west we are told 
In the new Eldorado. 
 

We’ll rock our cradles around Pike’s Peak, 
 In search of the dust, and for nuggets seek; 
If the Indians ask us why we are there, 
 We’ll tell them we’re made as free as the air. 
 

Then ho boys ho, to Cherry Creek we’ll go…. 
 

The gold is there, ‘most any where, 
 You can take it out rich, with an iron crow bar. 
And where it is thick, with a shovel pick, 
 You can pick it out in lumps as big as a brick. 
 

Then ho boys ho, to Cherry Creek we’ll go…. 
 

At Cherry Creek if the dirt don’t pay, 
 We can strike our tents ‘most any day. 
We know we are bound to strike a streak 
 Of very rich quartz among the mountain peaks. 
 

Then ho boys ho, to Cherry Creek we’ll go…. 
 

Oh, dear girls now don’t you cry, 
 We are coming back by and by; 
Don’t you fear, nor shed a tear, 
 But patiently wait about one year. 
 

Then ho boys ho, to Cherry Creek we’ll go…. 

 .



 

 
  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A BRIEF CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY OF THE MELVIN SCHOOL 

 
1922 - The Melvin School was built in the NW1/4 of Section 13, T5S, R67W, Arapahoe County, Colorado on land donated by Hans Dransfeldt. The DeBoer 
brothers built the school for $4,450. The original site was at the junction of Belleview Avenue and the old Sullivan Road (now Jordan Road) in Cherry Creek 

State Park. The school opened in September of 1922.  

1949 - Families in the community of Melvin received condemnation papers telling them to move from the area in preparation for the building of the dam. The 
school was included in this area, and it closed its doors in June of 1949. The building was sold to J. Edwin Stout for $1,500. He sold it to William Minshall who 

had it moved to the southwest corner of the intersection of Parker Road and Quincy Avenue (Section 12, T5S, R67W).  

1953 - After extensive remodeling, the former schoolhouse opened as the Emerald Isle Tavern on Saint Patrick's Day. Glenn Barrier managed it as Glenn's 
Emerald Isle Tavern until 1970.  

1975 - Five area residents who were interested in local history and in saving the old Melvin School incorporated and became the first Board of Directors of the 
Cherry Creek Valley Historical Society, Inc. They persuaded Mr. Silverberg to donate the building to the Society in trade for their moving it elsewhere and 

leveling the site after the moving of the building. The Society's purpose was to restore the old Melvin School and to use it as a classroom-museum-library for 

the study and collection of local historical information.  
1976 - Cherry Creek School District offered a site on the campus of Smoky Hill High School. It was moved on December 14, 1976. 

1977-1981 - With the help of the community, the school district, and the historical society, the Melvin School was restored. The exterior was authentically 

restored as was one classroom. The second classroom, the one which originally had a stage, was adaptively restored into a museum and a library. A plaque 
which honors those who helped in the restoration has been engraved with the slogan: "Restored by the Community - For the Community."  

1984 - The Melvin School was put on the National Register of Historic Places.  

1988 - The City of Aurora honored the Melvin School as Aurora Historic Landmark #1.  
 

 

The Quill is the quarterly newsletter of the Cherry Creek Valley Historical Society (CCVHS).  The purposes of the Society are to study, record, preserve, and 
display the history of the Cherry Creek Valley and surrounding areas.  Membership is open to anyone interested in this history.  Quarterly general meetings are 

usually held at the Melvin Schoolhouse, 4950 S. Laredo St. (between Smoky Hill High School and Laredo Middle School) in Aurora, Colo.  Correspondence 

concerning The Quill should be directed to Garry O’Hara, editor, at (303) 751-3140. 

 
 

YOU CAN HELP MAKE HISTORY 

Collect the past               Preserve the present            Plan for the future 
 

 


