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WELCOME TO OUR NEW CHAPTER MEMBERS 
 Linda Grimm – Aurora, Colorado 

 Jack Phillips – Littleton, Colorado 

 Kent Van Wyk – Highlands Ranch, Colorado 

 John and Susie Winner – Placerville, California 
 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Greetings from your President and webmaster 
By Berl Meyer 
 

On May 17 the chapter had a meeting at Fort Vasquez, 32 miles north 
of Denver. We had good attendance at the facility and everyone 
appeared to have a good time. 
 
We started out with a general meeting followed by a presentation 
about the fort by William Crowley, Chief of Operations there at the 

fort.  He gave a brief history of the fort’s importance to the era of the fur trappers and the Cherokee 
Trail. We would like to request that if you are going up Highway 85 please stop in at Fort Vasquez, and 
sign their guestbook to demonstrate your interest in the Fort as it relates to the Cherokee Trail. 
 
Our mapping volunteers, Rich Deisch, Bruce Watson, Bill Burr, 
Roger Hanson, John Murphy and Gary Dissette, have been 
researching and calculating the map points of the Cherokee 
Trail in Colorado.  The work done by these folks has been very 
accurate and professional. Researching the survey notes is very 
meticulous work and takes a good set of eyes.   We still need a 
few more good eyes for our mapping. 
 
The research is done in Douglas and El Paso Counties, but field 
work still needs to be done. These two Counties should be 
completed this summer.  Pueblo County research is mostly 
complete; field work needs to be done.  Larimer County is mostly complete; field work needs to be 
done.  Pueblo and Larimer Counties should be completed this fall. Otero County, both research and 
field work, needs to be done; should be completed summer of 2015.                               Continued on page 2 
 

 
Fort Vasquez 

 

Save the date: 

March 7, 2015 
Chapter Symposium at  

Four Mile House, Denver,   

in conjunction with OCTA’s 

National Mid-year  

Board Meeting. 

 

http://www.octa-colorado.org/
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Continued from page 1 

 
We thank Rich, Bruce, Bill, Roger, John and Gary for all the work that they do on mapping the Colorado 
segment of the Cherokee Trail.                                                                          
 

Our next meeting was 
held June 21, 2014 at 
the Colorado Springs 
Pioneer Museum in 
Colorado Springs.   

After a short general 
meeting, our guest 
speaker Dr. Michael L. 
Olsen, Vice President 
of the Santa Fe Trail 
Association, gave a 

presentation based on his newly published book, That Broad and Beckoning Highway: The Santa Fe 
Trail and the Rush for Gold in California and Colorado.  

Dr. Olsen has published this work through the National Park Service and it can be downloaded free at:       
http://www.nps.gov/safe/historyculture/upload/Olsen-Final-Gold-Rush-Aug-2013-2.docx 

 

OVERLAND JOURNAL 
 
Marlene Smith-Baranzini, Editor of OCTA's Overland Journal, is asking for help in expanding her 
database of OCTA members who have particular regional expertise, experience, background, and 
the time and interest in writing.  She is seeking members that would be possible book reviewers 
for the Overland Journal. As you know, books that are reviewed cover a wide range of subjects and 
geographic regions of the trails, as well as biographies and journals.  
 
Most reviews run to three or four typed, double-spaced pages, 500 to 700 words, with about a six- 
to eight-week turnaround time once the book is received from her. 
 
She appreciates any help and suggestions you have to offer. 
 
You can contact Marlene @ tealblue1@gmail.com 

 

Michael L. Olsen Lunch at the Ritz Grill following the meeting. 

http://www.nps.gov/safe/historyculture/upload/Olsen-Final-Gold-Rush-Aug-2013-2.docx
mailto:tealblue1@gmail.com
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Pioneers and Trails Bus Tour 
By Pat Meyer  
 
A few Colorado-Cherokee Trail Chapter members, along with Loveland 
Historical Society members, journeyed on a historical bus tour led by 
Sharon Danhauer and Wayne Sundberg to visit the early trails and first 
pioneers of Northern Colorado over the old Cherokee Trail and the 
Overland Stage route.  Our tour included some sites of the early 
pioneers.   It covered historical areas from the Little Thompson River 
Valley, near Berthoud, to the Cache La Poudre Valley.  
 
 

We visited a gravesite near the Little Thompson River Cherokee 
Trail crossing which had been found by the use of dowsing rods 
by folks who have been trying to locate and save historical 
gravesites.  It has not yet 
been determined who the 
traveler was but a grave 
marker has been placed on 
the gravesite.  Known as the 
Mundt-Malchow Farm, its 
last owner, John Carter, 
passed it on to his children. 

Daughter Jean Malchow told us that oral history about graves being 
on the farm were passed down to them although the exact crossing 
of the Cherokee Trail over the nearby Little Thompson has not been 
located.  A swing station was established here when the crossing was being used. 
 
For a more detailed description of this site, be sure to read Susan Kniebes’ forthcoming book, 
Cemeteries of Larimer County, Colorado, Including Family Histories and Remote Burials.  We travelled a 
short distance on the original Lincoln Highway near Berthoud.   
 
By 1914 the Lincoln Highway followed a corridor through Northern Colorado similar to that of the 
Overland Trail. Crossing Little Thompson creek near the ford of the old stage road crossing,   The 
section that we traveled was on the original concrete that was laid down when the road was built.  
There were even dates stamped in the road showing when that part of the road was completed. 
 

Next we visited Timberlane Farm Museum, a working farm near Berthoud.  One 
of our interpreters there was Teri Johnson.  We were told that in 1860, Judge 
W.B. Osborn visited the Big Thompson Valley where he acquired a 160 acre 
homestead located between the Big Thompson River and present day East 14th 
Street SW. Judge Osborn and his wife Margaret settled on the homestead in 
1861.He soon began operating a farm on his property and in addition served the 
new county of Larimer in various capacities, including stints as an appointed 
County Commissioner, Treasurer, Assessor, and Judge.                 Continued on page 4 

Jean Malchow and friend 

The traveler’s grave 

 
     Teri Johnson 
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Continued from page 3 

 
The first home built on what would become Timberlane Farm was a log cabin on the banks of the Big 
Thompson River. The Osborn family occupied the cabin from 1861 until 1882. Nothing remains of the 
original home today. Louise Osborn Gardels, the great granddaughter of Judge Osborn sold most of the 
original land except for five acres to have the homes restored and furnished with many family-owned 
period pieces as well as some donated authentic period items. 
 

We then visited Mariano Medina Cemetery in Loveland 
which had been preserved from development by the 
Loveland Historical Society.  The plaque which had 
been donated by OCTA last year was read by Sharon 
Danhauer.  The maps that are on the plaque were 
drawn by one of our chapter members, Richard Deisch.  
Some of the people riding the bus discovered some 
wild asparagus growing that had been spared by the 
lawn mower. 
 

 
After eating a great lunch at Vern’s Place in LaPorte we went to a 
historical site overlooking the Pleasure Valley. Wayne Sundberg 
recounted stories of several explanations of the origin of the  
name of the Cache La Poudre River.  The name of the river means 
"Hide the powder" in French. It refers to an incident in the 1820s 
when French trappers, caught by a snowstorm, were forced to 
bury part of their gunpowder along the banks of the river.  
 
 

We then went by the site of the town of Colona, which existed in the area 
for only a couple of years before being relocated for a lack of a nearby 
water source. Renamed as LaPorte it became the headquarters of the 
Mountain Division of the Overland Trail Stage Route. We returned to the 
Loveland Museum after a very informative and enjoyable day. 
 
On the way back to our home in Cotopaxi, we stopped by the Geology 
Museum on the Colorado School of Mines campus.  I was pleased to see 
that one of the displays there was about the discovery of Gold in Ralston 
Creek by Lewis Ralston, a native Cherokee, who travelled the Cherokee 
Trail in 1850.  Our chapter member, Chuck Hornbuckle, is a descendant of 
Ralston.                                                                                          Continued on page 5 

 
 
 
 

Mariano Medina family cemetery 

 
Lunch at Vern’s 

Colona Marker 



 

- 5 - 

 

To the left is the display 
that is located on the 
second floor of the 
museum.  It contained a 
narrative, sketches and 
maps of that gold 
discovery.  
 
         

   

And now an Op-Ed from your President…    

As some of you know, I have been active in the formation of the Abraham Lincoln National Historic 
Area and the Eastern Extension of the Lewis and Clark Trail (which one day may become the “total” 
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail).  One other trail back east that I would like to see become a 
National Historic Trail is the Wilderness Road.  This is the granddaddy of all the original trails that the 
pioneers traveled on coming to the “promised land” in the west.   

More than 200,000 pioneers are estimated to have traveled the Wilderness Road through the 
Cumberland Gap and some of these immigrants were led by Daniel Morgan Boone, my 5th great grand 
uncle.  This is a story that sounds familiar to those interested in the early trails like the Oregon Trail, 
California Trail and the Mormon Trail … and I’ll even throw in the Cherokee Trail.  All the stories are 
nearly the same – the search for greener pastures in the west.  

The Wilderness Road Map by the National Park Service  

I remember when I was in 
elementary school in 
Louisville, Kentucky, looking 
forward to a trip with my class 
to Old Fort Harrod in 
Harrodsburg, Kentucky.  This 
site became a destination for 
many pioneers along  the 
Wilderness Road.  In 1774 
pioneer James Harrod led an 
expedition of 37 men down 
the Monongahela and Ohio 
rivers to the mouth of the 
Kentucky River. After traveling 
up the river they guided   their 

 

 

       Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 

boats  into a creek called Landing Run. They traveled overland until they crossed the Salt River, in what 
is present day Mercer County, to a large spring which still flows.  On June 16, 1774, they established a 
camp that became the settlement called Harrodstown, the first pioneer settlement in Kentucky. Harrod 
and his men built cabins and stayed until July when they briefly retuned to Virginia. They returned to 
stay on March 8, 1775. Within months Harrodstown became a bustling community on the Kentucky 
frontier.  

As the community grew, the original fortifications became inadequate. The settlers constructed a new 
and larger fort on Old Fort Hill, on what is now the site of the park, according to information from Old 
Fort Harrod, Kentucky State Parks.  Many other sites are found along the Wilderness Road like 
Virginia’s Natural Bridge, Cumberland Gap, Fort Boonsboro and the Falls of the Ohio, which was the 
true starting point for the Lewis and Clark Corp of Discovery for their famous expedition to the 
Pacific.  In Virginia the Wilderness Road followed today’s Lee Highway through the Shenandoah Valley 
where there are many Civil War battlefields in the Valley Campaign.  

Hardly anything that I know of has been done to make the Wilderness Road a National Historic Trail 
and I think that’s an injustice.  

Now, just think how lucky we are in Colorado in the possibility of having a National Historic Trail right 
here - the Cherokee Trail.  And just like the other two natural historic area and trail I mentioned 
previously, have been tied up in Washington in red tape.  But I consider us lucky to be just in the mix 
unlike the granddaddy of all trails the Wilderness Road.  The moral to this editorial, please continue 
your support of the Cherokee Trail and our chapter because we are far ahead of the trail (road) that 
helped us to where we are today.  

The following article appeared in the Middlesboro Daily News on June 16, 2014: 

Boone Trace trail map revealed 
By Kelsey Gerhardt 

The Boone Trace Trail was unveiled Saturday at Cumberland 
Gap National Historical Park.  

Hundreds of Daniel Boone’s descendants, historians and 
community members gathered to celebrate this important 
day in Commonwealth history.  

This trail marks over 120 miles through six counties where 
Daniel Boone walked through the hills of Kentucky.  

A flag was flown over the U.S. Capitol building to recognize 
the event. This flag was flown to the ceremony and given to 
the Boone Society.                                               Continued on page 7                                                        

Photo by Ray Welch 
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Continued from page 6 

“Boone’s spirit is here today and we are thankful for that. We’re now going to roll up our 
sleeves and get to work on the next leg of the second phase including the educational phase of 
this corridor,” said Boone Society President Sam Compton.                                  

The first phase of the project opened last week and included a website and smart phone 
application featuring the Boone Trace’s historical importance and tourism hot spots.  

Several more phases are currently being implemented to the culmination at Fort 
Boonesborough.  

“There’s thousands of people that have an interest in this - genealogically, historically - and 
tourism can definitely benefit from this. The Trace has been here a long time and we’re going to 
start recognizing it as a tourist venue,” said Bell County Tourism President Judy Barton.  

The Boone Trace project has been three years in the making, from building partnerships to fund 
the work going on to mapping out the trail with the help of University of Kentucky students.  

“The park team, volunteers, as well as the park’s strong partners will continue to lead the way 
in showing how ideas can become important projects that benefit everyone,” said Cumberland 
Gap National Historical Park Superintendent Sula Jacobs.  

The Boone Trace was dedicated with the help of Cumberland Gap National Historical Park, 
Boone Society, Bell County Tourism, the city of Pineville and the Pineville Rotary Club.  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

 
 
   
 
 
 

 Berl Meyer, President and webmaster 
webmaster@octa-colorado.org 

 Bill Shanks, Vice President 
levanks@gmail.com 

 Ginny Dissette, Secretary 
vdissette@gmail.com 

 Peggy Watson, Treasurer 
bgwatson@comcast.net 

 Richard Deisch, Preservation Committee Chair 
radskd@mesanetworks.net 

 Camille Bradford, Newsletter Editor 
bradford@usa.net 

 Gary Dissette, Event Coordinator 
gdissette@hotmail.com 

 Jane Leche, Youth Committee Chair 
imageonstage@yahoo.com 
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